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Dinosaur Detectives

Some of the pictures in this book are photographs, but
many are illustrations or have been created digitally. Why
do you think that is? Which do you think are more helpful
in supporting the information in the text?

Look at the sidebars on pages 6, 7 and 9. What is the
general purpose of the sidebars? How do they compare to
fact boxes in this and other books? What is the specific
purpose of the sidebars on pages 6 and 77

Compare the sections Dinosaur Hunters, The Great Bone
Rush, Dating the Dinosaurs and Baby Dinosaurs with the
other sections in the book. What is the major difference in
how they are written? What different effects do the different
styles have on the reader, and which do you prefer?

Look at page 29. Why did people believe Marsh’s bird’s
skull supported Darwin’s theory?

Read the information about Jack Horner in the section
Baby Dinosaurs. Choose at least three main facts about
what he did, and rewrite the information from Jack
Horner’s point of view, like a diary entry.
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Look at this sentence from page 42: ‘In 1978, a
palaeontologist named Jack Horner was visiting a fossil shop
in Montana, USA.” What does ‘palaeontologist’ mean? Use a
guotation from the book as part of your response, and
explain how you used this to help you to work out the
answer.

Was a pterosaur a dinosaur? Explain how you found out.

Find three quotations that give information about
Gideon Mantell, from three different pages in the book.
Give the quotations and their page numbers.

In your opinion, were Mary Anning’s or William
Buckley’s discoveries more important? Use at least two
guotations from the text to support your answer.

Imagine you are writing the blurb for the back cover or
online listing of this book. Summarise what the book is
about in one or two sentences, making it sound interesting
and enjoyable.
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